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a broken line, both of which he draws in curves above the base line rep¬ 
resenting the normal. He speaks of manic-depressive insanity as a simple 
periodic, depressive psychosis, with at times the occurrence of the mani¬ 
acal symptom complex. The author believes that the portions of the cortex 
involved in manic-depressive insanity are the nerve cells described by 
Cajal, with short axis cylinders, which have no specific functions, for ex¬ 
ample, either at the beginning or the end of the projection system, of fibers, 
but that they have a certain function in relation to these higher cells in 
regard to the direction and rapidity, etc., of movements. These cells, he 
thinks, present a different threshold value to irritants than the cells with 
long axis cylinders. 

(Jan. 27, 1906.) 

1. Occupation for Patients on Observation Wards. Chotzen. 

1. Occupation for Patients .—The author believes that patients with 
mild degress of excitement and anxiety can be to advantage employed in 
light, simple work, and he has devised a form of work consisting of mak¬ 
ing up little fancy paper ornaments and binding them together in packages 
of one hundred eaoh, which he believes is a great help to this Class of 
patients. By keeping them occupied it makes the problem of watching 
them easier. White. 


Revue de Psychiatrie et de Psychologie Experimentale 

(May, 1906.) 

1. Historic Critique of Dementia Praecox. Paul Juquelier. 

2. Musical Language and Its Disorders Among Hysterics. J. Ingegnieros. 

,3. Pseudo Suicide of a General Paralytic. A. Delmas. _ _ ’ 

1. Dementia Puecox .—This article is entirely historic, comprising a 

review of the literature and various views that have been held regarding 
this disease. The writer sums up in a general way by saying that we 
know that we have certain psychopathic states, and that the appearance 
of a series of hebephrenic and catatonic symptoms are to be considered as 
very grave. These cases are characterized by a feebleness of voluntary 
.attention, emotional indifference, psychic automatism, negativism or sug¬ 
gestibility and diminution of the mental images, stereotypy of attitudes, 
gestures and language. It is legitimate to give them the name of dementia 
prascox imposed by usage, and sufficiently representative in spite of the 
objections that have been raised, especially from the point of view of the 
prognosis. , 

2. Musical Language and Its Disorders .—The author, after a brief dis¬ 
cussion of the psychology of music, in which he says that the human voice 
is a gesture and that music is vocal in origin, being an expression of the 
•emotions 'characterizes the various hysterical diseases of the. musical 
language as dysmusias, of which there are three varieties, amusia, which 
may be sensory or motor, hypermusia, including musical impulsions with 
crises of musical composition, being the auto-suggestive product of a fixed 
Idea, and the paramusias, including colored hearing, musical phobias, etc. 

3. Pseudo Suicide of a General Paralytic —This .article is the report of 

a case of a general paralytic whose death was the result of syncope fol¬ 
lowing the introduction of a handkerchief in his mouth. The patient was 
too demented to have had a consistent suicidal idea, and it was supposed 
that the handkerchief iwas placed in his mouth as the result of an automatic 
act, which accidentally resulted in his death. W hite. 

Miscellany 

Spinal Coed Degenerations in a Case of Acromegaly, with Tumor of 
the Pituitary Region. By Albert M. Barrett, M. D. (The Amer. 
Jour, of the Med. Sciences, February, 1906). 

The patient was sixty-six years old. The clinical features of the 
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acromegaly were: The enlargement of the bones of the face, the myxede¬ 
matous skin, the thinness and absence of hair,. the. hoarse voice, and anom¬ 
alies of the genitalia. She was for a time disoriented and confused, and 
at another time had a delusion of persecution. At necropsy there was 
found a tumor in the region of the pituitary body, which histological ex¬ 
amination showed to be a sarcoma. There was present a non-systemic de¬ 
generation in the posterior columns of the cervical region of the spinal 
cord, most .marked in the lower segments which resembled very closely 
those degenerations of . the posterior columns seen in anemias and severe 
cachectic conditions. It was different from those degenerations of the 
posterior columns of the cord frequently met in brain tumor cases, in that 
it did not affect the posterior root entrance zone. 

C. D. Camp (Philadelphia). 

Primary Cavernous Sinus Thrombosis, with Involvement oe All of the 
Cranial Nerves of One Side, Except the Auditory, and with 
Peculiar Menstrual Disturbances. Report of a Case. By 
William Zentmayer, M. D., and T. H. Weisenburg, M. D. (The 
Amer. Jour, of the Med. Sciences, February, 1906). 

A summary of the case as given by the authors: “A woman aged 
thirty-four years, with a decided nervous history, but with no history of 
disease beside those of early childhood, began to have slight exophthalmos 
and ptosis on the right side, probably before the eighth year. These ocular 
symptoms, with additional pain and inflammation of the right eye, heralded 
the approach of the first menstrual period. After this the exophthalmos 
and ptosis gradually became more marked, but at each menstruation these 
symptoms were more severe. Four years after marriage the ocular symp¬ 
toms became more intense and persistent, and two months afterward.it was 
found that she was pregnant. The ocular symptoms were the first signs of 
pregnancy. She gave birth to twins when it was noticed that the exophthal¬ 
mos was more marked than ever before, and that there was ptosis o’f both 
eyelids. The ptosis of the left eye soon disappeared. Examination at 
present shows a marked exophthalmos and almost complete ptosis of the 
right .eye, with marked venous congestion of the eyelid. There is a slight 
atrophy of the right optic nerve and a pallor of the left. Besides a com¬ 
plete internal and external ophthalmoplegia of the right eye, there is a 
total motor and sensory paralysis of the right fifth nerve, paresis of the 
right seventh, ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth nerves, and on the left 
side there is a partial paralysis of the third nerve; in other words, an in¬ 
volvement of all of the cranial nerves on the right side, with the exception 
of the eighth, and an involvement of the second and third nerves on the 
left side. The ocular symptoms became more acute at each menstruation.” 
The symptoms are explained as due to a marasmic thrombosis of the cav¬ 
ernous sinus which extended back into the superior and inferior petrosal 
sinuses and caused pressure on the cranial nerves. The peculiar increase 
in the ocular symptoms at the menstrual periods may have been due to 
increased venous congestion at that time. 

C. D. Camp (Philadelphia). 

Operations for the Relief of Pelvic Diseases of Insane Women. By 
LeRoy Brown (The Amer. Jour, of the Med. Sciences, February, 
1906). 

As a result of the pelvic examination of the patients admitted to the 
Manhattan State Hospital West it was found that 75% had some form of 
pelvic trouble. Operations have been done only to save life or to relieve 
physical suffering. Nearly -half of the patients who were operated upon 
were markedly improved, and almost all were benefited. In no case was 
the patient’s mental state made worse. Mental improvement has been 
hastened by the somatic improvement following operation in many of the 
oases. Surgical operations on insane patients are not surrounded with un¬ 
usual difficulties. C. D. Camp (Philadelphia). 



